BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

Perhaps the most significant speech at this conference,
next to that of Booker T. Washington, was that of William
Henry Lewis who is probably the foremost lawyer of the
Negro race in America. Mr. Lewis is a graduate of Har-
vard where he distinguished himself on the football field
as well as in the classroom. After graduation from the
Harvard Law School he served with distinction in the
Massachusetts Legislature, was appointed^Assistant United
States District Attorney for the Boston district by Presi-
dent Roosevelt, and became Assistant Attorney-General
of the United States under President Taft.

In opening his speech Mr. Lewis said: "I do not know
why my fellow-citizens have chosen me for this honor,
except to heap coals of fire upon my head. Fifteen years
ago I was not with you. I was one of the critics, one of
the scoffers, one of those who asked, 'What is it all about ?'
'What does it amount to?' You have lived to confute
my judgment, and shame my sneers, and I am now making
generous acknowledgment of my error. I claim no merit
in doing this, except that I can look backward as far as
your great leader can look forward. Booker Washington
has always been from fifteen to twenty years ahead of any
other leader of his race. . . . While most of us were
agonizing over the Negro's relation to the State and his
political fortunes, Booker Washington saw that there was
a great economic empire that needed to be conquered.
He saw an emancipated race chained to the soil by the
Mortgage Crop System, and other devices, and he said,
'You must own your own land, you must own your own
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